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Purpose

The purpose of this briefing is to seek your agreement to publicly release the attached redacted
version of the Briefing for the Incoming Minister for COVID-19 Response on Managed Isolation and

Quarantine (MIQ).

Recommended action

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) recommends that you:

a Agree that the Briefing for the Incoming Minister for COVID-19 Response on MIQ be publicly
released with the proposed redactions.
Agree / Disagree

Privacy of natural persons

Hon Chris Hipkins
Policy Director, Minister for COVID-19 Response
Managed Isolation and Quarantine Unit ... /... /...
27 /11 /2020



Releasing the MIQ BIM

1.

On 3 November 2020, to support you in your role as Minister for COVID-19 Response, we
provided you with an introductory briefing (BIM) on MIQ.

The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has announced that they will be proactively releasing all
BIMs on the Beehive website in the week commencing 14 December 2020. To meet this
deadline, PMO has requested the marked up and redacted BIMs from Minister’s offices
before 3 December 2020.

We have assessed that the information in the MIQ BIM is largely suitable for public release.
We propose releasing the BIM with minor redactions to protect the privacy of officials, avoid
prejudicing decisions you may still be actively considering or prejudicing the willingness of
officials to provide free and frank advice. Please note that as the BIM was written on 3
November 2020, some of the information is now out of date.

As the BIMs are being proactively released, it is not necessary to rely on provisions under
the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) to withhold information. However, we have used the
OIA and Ombudsman guidance in assessing whether the material should be withheld. The
proposed redactions are consistent with the OIA, and relevant grounds have been identified
in Appendix IlI.

If a person would like access to any redacted information, they would need to request it
under the OIA. Should this occur, you or the Ministry will need to reconsider the release of
the information with reference to the circumstances at the time the new request is made. This
is particularly relevant to material that is being withheld to avoid prejudicing upcoming
decisions. If decisions have been made, the public interest in releasing information would be
stronger.

Following your approval, PMO will proactively release the redacted MIQ BIM on the Beehive
website in the week commencing 14 December 2020, along with all other BIMs.

Consultation

7. MIQ consulted the Ministry of Health when preparing the document for proactive release.
MBIE Communications and Legal have also been consulted to ensure the proper due
diligence was undertaken on the document prior to proactive release.

Appendices

Appendix I: MIQ BIM for proactive release

Appendix II: Copy of the MIQ BIM with proposed redactions highlighted

Appendix IlI: Information proposed to be withheld

Please note the Briefing for the Incoming Minister for COVID-19
Response on Managed Isolation and Quarantine was released here:
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2020-12/M1Q.pdf
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