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I N  C O N F I D E N C E
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Cabinet

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Extending the Polynesian Gateway Class Exception

Portfolio Immigration

On 1 November 2021, Cabinet:

1 noted that the Polynesian Gateway class exception supports essential travel to and from the 
Cook Islands, Niue, Tokelau, Samoa and Tonga for up to 100 travellers over six months;

2 noted that the Polynesian Gateway class exception is due to expire on 3 November 2021, 
and that the need for the class exception remains;

3 agreed to extend the Polynesian Gateway class exception for up to 100 travellers over six 
months, beyond 3 November 2021, to 3 May 2022;

4 agreed to include Tuvalu as a qualifying country in the Polynesian Gateway class exception;

5 agreed to delegate decision-making authority to the Minister of Immigration and the 
Minister for COVID-19 Response on future changes to the cap on the Polynesian Gateway 
class exception.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet
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