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This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Plant Variety Rights Regulations:  Policy Decisions

Portfolio Commerce and Consumer Affairs

On 24 November 2021, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee (DEV):

1 noted that on 6 May 2021, the Cabinet Legislation Committee approved the introduction of 
the Plant Variety Rights Bill (PVR Bill), which will replace the Plant Variety Rights Act 
1987 [LEG-21-MIN-0051];

2 noted that new regulations will be required to implement provisions under the PVR Bill, as 
the current PVR Regulations are out of date and not fit for purpose;

3 noted that on 7 July 2021, DEV agreed to the release of a consultation document on 
proposed regulations under the PVR Bill, and invited the Minister of Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs to report back seeking agreement to policy proposals for inclusion in the 
new regulations [DEV-21-MIN-0151];

4 agreed that the new PVR regulations be based on the Patents Regulations 2014 where it 
makes sense to do so, with specific adjustments to accommodate the unique nature of PVRs,
as set out in Annex 1 to the paper under DEV-21-SUB-0246;

5 invited the Minister of Commerce and Consumer Affairs to issue drafting instructions to the
Parliamentary Counsel Office to give effect to paragraph 4 above;

6 authorised the Minister of Commerce and Consumer Affairs to approve the release of an 
exposure draft of the PVR regulations at the appropriate time;

7 authorised the Minister of Commerce and Consumer Affairs to make decisions consistent 
with the overall policy decisions in the paper under DEV-21-SUB-0246 on any matters that 
may arise during the drafting process or as a result of consultation on an exposure draft of 
the regulations.

Janine Harvey
Committee Secretary

Present: (see over)
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