
PGF Application Form Page 1 of 9  

Application for Funding 
Projects 

About this form 
This form enables you to make an application for funding over $100,000 from the Provincial Growth Fund for 
applications relating to the delivery of projects. 

You will need to use the Express Form if your applications is for an activity under $100,000 or the 
Development Phase Form if your application is within the Development phase of a Project (i.e. feasibility / 
business case). 
These forms are available on the Provincial Growth Fund website 

Purpose of the Provincial Growth Fund 
The Provincial Growth Fund aims to lift productivity potential in the provinces. Its priorities are to enhance 
economic development opportunities, create sustainable jobs, enable Māori to reach their full potential, 
boost social inclusion and participation, build resilient communities, and help meet New Zealand’s climate 
change targets. 

Completing this form 
Please complete all sections fully and accurately. Square brackets and italics indicate guides. 
Please see the PGF website, or contact your regional relationship manager, for further support.  If you are 
applying on behalf of a number of parties, you need their consent to submit this application. You can add 
other applicants during the application process.  You will be the point of contact for this application, but you 
must give us all information about all applicants. 

Submitting your application 
All completed forms must be emailed to PGF@mbie.govt.nz with a clear subject included. 
If you are a Trust (or applying on behalf of a Trust), then you must provide a copy of your Trust Deed. 

Next Steps 
Applications will be assessed for eligibility, as well as how well they will deliver on the aims of the Provincial 
Growth Fund. One of our team will be in contact regarding your application. 

Funding Agreement 
The template funding agreements can be found on the Provincial Growth Fund website 

Public disclosure 
The Provincial Development Unit is responsible for leading the Provincial Growth Fund’s design, 
administration and monitoring its operation in consultation with other government agencies. In the interests 
of public transparency, successful applications may be published by the Provincial Development Unit. 
Commercially sensitive and personal information will be redacted by reference to the provisions of the Official 
Information Act 1982.  Please identify by highlighting any information in your application that you regard as 
commercially sensitive or as personal information for the purposes of the Privacy Act 1993. 
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Key Details  

Please note that if the funding agreement will not be held with the applicant (i.e. applying on behalf of another 
organisation), then we require the details of that organisation.  
 
1. Proposal Title: 

2. Please provide a very brief description of the project/activity: 
A synthetic horse racing track at Awapuni, with training and trialling as its primary purpose and racing as a 
secondary purpose, will permit trial meetings, which are not currently held, and 10 – 18 more race meetings p.a. 
The economic benefit for the area is estimated to be $  p.a. 

3. Please provide the details of the applicant organisation/entity for which funding is being requested: 
Legal Name:  RACING AT AWAPUNI AND TRENTHAM COMBINED ENTERPRISES 

INCORPORATED 
Entity Type: Incorporated Society 
Registered Offices / Place of Business: Racecourse Road, Awapuni, Palmerston North 
Identifying Number: 1249185 
Organisation’s Website: Raceinc.co.nz 

4. Please provide the contact details for a person as a key point of contact): 
Contact Name and Role: Mark Freeman, Consultant, New Zealand Thoroughbred Racing 
Email Address:   Telephone:  

5. Please describe the principal role or activity of the applicant organisation. 
The Applicant's purpose is to act as the umbrella corporate entity for the Awapuni Partnership of Racing Clubs 
(Manawatu Racing Club (Inc), Marton Jockey Club (Inc), Feilding Jockey Club (Inc), Rangitikei Racing Club (Inc), and 
The Wellington Racing Club).  

 
6.  This project will be based in the region of: 
 
7. What type of funding is this application for: 

8. Please set out the proposed sources of funding for the Project: 
Source of Funding: 
[please indicate where all other funding is sourced from, noting who the 
funder is] 

$ (excluding 
GST) 

Status / Commentary 
[i.e. received / confirmed 
/ in principle] 

Provincial Growth Fund Funding (through this application) $10,500.000 Confirmed  
Co-funding by applicant $  To be confirmed 
Total: $   

Awapuni Synthetic Racing Track Project 

Manawatu-Wanganui 

Grant 

PROACTIVELY RELEASED
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Project Description 
 
9. Please provide a detailed description of this project for which funding is being applied, including the benefits 

arising from the project: 
The Project is the construction by the applicant of a synthetic horse racing track at Racecourse Road, Awapuni, 
Palmerston North (the Track) with training and trialling as its primary purpose and racing as a secondary purpose. 
The Track will be constructed inside the current course proper.   

 
  The size of the Track means it will be able 

to accommodate most of the standard racing distances.   
Economic Development Benefits 
The expected key outcomes of the Project align with the Provincial Growth Fund objective of promoting sustainable 
economic development.  In particular: 
• Once the Track is constructed, the Applicant will be able to hold 10 – 18 more race meetings and hold trial 
meetings, which it does not currently.  This will likely result in additional visitors (for example, owners, racing 
enthusiasts and other industry participants such as trainers from outside Awapuni and their employees and float 
drivers) to Palmerston North and the local region and additional spending with local businesses. 
• The number of attendees at each of the 10 - 18 race meetings referred to above is estimated to be 
between 300 – 1,000 (3,000 – 18,000 unique visits annually).  This is in addition to the numbers expected on trial 
days (where, with 20 heats, approximately 300 people would attend) and the existing activity and attendees in 
relation to trials and workouts. 
• The construction of the Track at Awapuni (together with other initiatives the Applicant is pursuing) will 
enable the Applicant to attract additional horses and trainers to its training centre, with the result that the number 
of trainers and stable employees should increase in the long term.  As a result, there will be a continued economic 
benefit for local businesses that are dependent on a strong thoroughbred presence in Palmerston North or that 
otherwise benefit from the support or custom of people directly employed of engaged in the thoroughbred racing 
industry in Palmerston North and the surrounding area. 
• Any increase in horse numbers is likely to result in increased income for trainers and flow through to 
employees and supporting industries and other local businesses, with a flow on economic benefit for the region as 
a whole. 
• The applicant anticipates that the synthetic track will result in an increase in horse numbers trained to in 
excess of 400 (currently 200), directly creating  new jobs and an estimated  part -time jobs. 
• The economic injection to Palmerston North and the Manawatu is expected to be approximately $  per 
annum. 
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Appendix 1 – Terms and Conditions of this Application 
 
General 
The terms and conditions are non-negotiable and do not require a response. Each applicant that submits a request for Provincial 
Growth Fund (“PGF”) funding (each an “application”) has confirmed by their signature (or e-signature) on the application that 
these terms and conditions are accepted without reservation or variation. 
 
The Provincial Growth Fund is a government initiative which is administered by the Provincial Development Unit, a unit within 
the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment. Any reference to the Provincial Development Unit in these terms and 
conditions, is a reference to MBIE on behalf of the Crown. 
 
Reliance by Provincial Development Unit 
The Provincial Development Unit may rely upon all statements made by any applicant in an application and in correspondence    
or negotiations with the Provincial Development Unit or its representatives. If an application is approved for funding, any such 
statements may be included in the contract. 
 
Each applicant must ensure all information provided to the Provincial Development Unit is complete and accurate. The Provincial 
Development Unit is under no obligation to check any application for errors, omissions, or inaccuracies. Each applicant will notify 
the Provincial Development Unit promptly upon becoming aware of any errors, omissions, or inaccuracies in its application or in 
any additional information provided by the applicant. 
 
Ownership and intellectual property 
Ownership of the intellectual property rights in an application does not pass to the Provincial Development Unit. However, in 
submitting an application, each applicant grants the Provincial Development Unit a non-exclusive, transferable, perpetual licence 
to use and disclose its application for the purpose of assessing and decision making related to the PGF application process. Any 
hard copy application or documentation supplied by you to the Provincial Development Unit may not be returned to you. 
 
By submitting an application, each applicant warrants that the provision of that information to the Provincial Development Unit, 
and the use of it by the Provincial Development Unit for the evaluation of the application and for any resulting negotiation, will 
not breach any third-party intellectual property rights. 
 
Confidentiality 
The Provincial Development Unit is bound by the Official Information Act 1982 (“OIA”), the Privacy Act 1993, parliamentary and 
constitutional convention and any other obligations imposed by law.  While the Provincial Development Unit intends to treat 
information in applications as confidential to ensure fairness for applicants during the assessment and decision making process, 
the information can be requested by third parties and the Provincial Development Unit must provide that information if required 
by law. If the Provincial Development Unit receives an OIA request that relates to information in this application, where possible, 
the Provincial Development Unit will consult with you and may ask you to confirm whether the information is considered by you 
to be confidential or still commercially sensitive, and if so, to explain why. 
 
Use and disclosure of information 
The Provincial Development Unit will require you to provide certain information, including personal information, on application 
forms if you wish to apply for funding.  If you do not provide all of the information that is required on an application form, the 
Provincial Development Unit may be unable to process or otherwise progress your application.  
 
MBIE will generally only use personal information provided in the application process for the purpose of administering the PGF 
which includes assessing an application you have submitted, contracting, monitoring compliance and reporting.  
 
We may use personal information provided to us through the application for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act (e.g. 
with your consent, for a directly related purpose, or where the law permits or requires it).  

 
The Provincial Development Unit may disclose any application and any related documents or information provided by the 
applicant, to any person who is directly involved in the PGF application and assessment process on its behalf including the 
Independent Advisory Panel (“IAP”), officers, employees, consultants, contractors and professional advisors of the Provincial 
Development Unit or of any government agency. The disclosed information will only be used for the purpose of participating in 
the PGF application and assessment process,  including assessment and ongoing monitoring, which will include carrying out due 
diligence.  Due diligence may involve MBIE disclosing information to another MBIE business unit or relevant agency in order to 
assess the application and verify the information contained in the application and accompanying documents. 

PROACTIVELY RELEASED
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MBIE will generally not otherwise disclose personal information provided or collected through this application unless required or 
otherwise permitted by law.  For example, we may seek your consent to undertake additional due diligence checks and request 
information from other relevant third parties.  If an application is approved for funding, information provided in the application 
and any related documents may be used for the purpose of contracting. 

 
In the interests of public transparency, if an application is approved for funding, the application (and any related documents) may 
be published by the Provincial Development Unit.  Commercially sensitive and personal information will be redacted by reference 
to the provisions of the Official Information Act 1982.  
 
Limitation of Advice 
Any advice given by the Provincial Development Unit, any other government agency, their officers, employees, advisers, other 
representatives, or the IAP about the content of your application does not commit the decision maker (it may be Senior Regional 
Officials, Ministers or Cabinet depending on the level of funding requested and the nature of the project) to make a decision 
about your application. 
 
This limitation includes individual members of the IAP.  The IAP’s recommendations and advice are made by the IAP in its formal 
sessions and any views expressed by individual members of the IAP outside of these do not commit the IAP to make any 
recommendation. 
 
No contractual obligations created 
No contract or other legal obligations arise between the Provincial Development Unit and any applicant out of, or in relation to, 
the application and assessment process, until a formal written contract (if any) is signed by both the Provincial Development Unit 
and a successful applicant. 
 
No process contract 
The PGF application and assessment process does not legally oblige or otherwise commit the Provincial Development Unit to 
proceed with that process or to assess any particular applicant’s application or enter into any negotiations or contractual 
arrangements with any applicant. For the avoidance of doubt, this application and assessment process does not give rise to a 
process contract. 

 
Costs and expenses 
The Provincial Development Unit is not responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by you in the preparation of an application. 
 
Exclusion of liability 
Neither the Provincial Development Unit or any other government agency, nor their officers, employees, advisers or other 
representatives, nor the IAP or its members will be liable (in contract or tort, including negligence, or otherwise) for any direct or 
indirect damage, expense, loss or cost (including legal costs) incurred or suffered by any applicant, its affiliates or other person in 
connection with this application and assessment process, including without limitation: 
a) the assessment process 
b) the preparation of any application 
c) any investigations of or by any applicant 
d) concluding any contract 
e) the acceptance or rejection of any application, or 
f)   any information given or not given to any applicant(s). 
By participating in this application and assessment process, each applicant waives any rights that it may have to make any claim 
against the Provincial Development Unit. To the extent that legal relations between the Provincial Development Unit and any 
applicant cannot be excluded as a matter of law, the liability of the Provincial Development Unit is limited to $1. 
Nothing contained or implied in or arising out of the PGF documentation or any other communications to any applicant shall be 
construed as legal, financial, or other advice of any kind. 
 
Inducements 
You must not directly or indirectly provide any form of inducement or reward to any IAP member, officer, employee, advisor, or 
other representative of the Provincial Development Unit or any other government agency in connection with this application and 
assessment process. 
 

PROACTIVELY RELEASED
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Governing law and jurisdiction 
The PGF application and assessment process will be construed according to, and governed by, New Zealand law and you agree to 
submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of New Zealand courts in any dispute concerning your application. 
 
Public statements 
The Provincial Development Unit and any other government agency, or any relevant Minister, may make public in whole or in 
part this application form including the following information: 
• the name of the applicant(s) 
• the application title 
• a high-level description of the proposed project/activity 
• the total amount of funding and the period of time for which funding has been approved 
• the region and/or sector to which the project relates 
The Provincial Development Unit asks applicants not to release any media statement or other information relating to the 
submission or approval of any application to any public medium without prior agreement of the Provincial Development Unit. 

 
Electronic signature 
You can only file documents and information with us using an electronic signature if you're the signatory, or have authority to act 
on behalf of the signatory, and are using software that complies with our standards, in particular keeping records of transactions 
where an electronic signature has been used. Once a document with your electronic signature has been filed with us, we consider 
the information: 
• has been provided with your full knowledge and agreement 
• is authentic and accurate 
• wasn't amended after your electronic signature was added to the document, unless a change has been clearly marked on the 

document. 
 
You're responsible for: 
• safeguarding how and when your electronic signature and credentials are used on documents and information 
• managing who has authority to use your electronic signature on your behalf, for example, a chartered accountant. 

 
If your electronic signature on a document or information is filed with us, you won't be able to dispute having signed and 
approved the document or information. If we question the authenticity of an electronic signature or online transaction, you must 
be able to demonstrate on request the validity of the software used to apply your electronic signature to the document. 

 
You must use electronic signature software that captures authentication, time and source details for any online transaction 
where a document with your electronic signature has been filed. These details must be held within the software itself, in the 
form of a file that: 
• is maintained in its original form with no amendments, and 
• can be provided to us, if requested, within a specified time. 
 
The file must be treated as a record, as defined by the Companies Act 1993, and a business record as defined by the Evidence Act 
2006. 
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Appendix 2 - Operational criteria for all tiers of the Fund 
 

Link to Fund and government outcomes 
• Demonstrate the ways in which the project will contribute to lifting the productivity potential of the region 
• Demonstrate how the project contributes to the Fund’s objectives of: 

- more permanent jobs 
- benefits to the community and different groups in the community 
- increased utilisation and returns for Māori from their asset base (where applicable) 
- sustainability of natural assets (e.g. water, soil integrity, the health and ecological functioning of natural  habitats) 
- mitigating or adapting to climate change effects, including transitioning to a low emissions economy 

• Clear evidence of public benefits (i.e. benefits other than increased profitability for the applicant) 
• Are in a Government priority region or sector 
 
Additionality 
• Project is not already underway, does not involve maintenance of core infrastructure or assets (except for rail and transport 

resilience initiatives), and does not cover activities the applicant is already funded for (funding could be considered to 
increase the scale of existing projects or re-start stalled projects) 

• Demonstrated benefit of central Government investment or support 
• Detail of any supporting third party funding (and any funding sought unsuccessfully) 
• Acts as a catalyst to unlock a region’s productivity potential 
• Demonstrated links to other tiers of the Fund and related projects, to maximise value of Government investment 
 
Connected to regional stakeholders and frameworks 
• Evidence of relevant regional and local support, either through existing regional development mechanisms, or through 

another relevant body such as a council, iwi or other representative group (or reasons for any lack of local support) 
• Has been raised and discussed with the region’s economic development governance group 
• Alignment with, or support for the outcomes of, any relevant regional development plan, Māori development strategy or 

similar document (whether regional or national) 
• Demonstrated improvement in regional connectedness (within and between regions) 
• Leverage credible local and community input, funding, commercial and non-commercial partners 
• Utilise existing local, regional or iwi/Māori governance mechanisms 
 
Governance, risk management and project execution 
• Evidence of robust project governance, risk identification/management and decision-making systems and an implementation 

plan appropriate to the size, scale and nature of the project 
• Future ownership options for capital projects, including responsibility for maintenance, further development, and other 

relevant matters 
• Benefits and risks clearly identified and quantified, depending on the scale of the initiative 
• Evidence of potential exit gates and stop/go points, and a clear exit strategy 
• Clearly identifies whole of life costs (capital and operating) 
• Dependencies with other related projects are identified 
• Evidence of sustainability after conclusion of PGF funding 
• Adequacy of asset management capability (for capital projects) 
• Compliance with international obligations (where relevant) 

 

PROACTIVELY RELEASED
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