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Kaikoura Housing Recovery Temporary Accommodation Village: Gifting
of Porta-Cabins

Portfolio Associate Housing (Public Housing)

On 2 June 2021, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee:

1

noted that the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment’s Temporary
Accommodation Service (TAS) established the Kaikoura Housing Recovery Temporary
Accommodation Village (the Village) in April 2018 to support the region’s recovery after the
2016 Kaikoura earthquake;

noted that since February 2019, due to lower than expected occupancy, the Village’s seven
porta-cabins have been used for community housing by the Kaikoura District Council and
local charitable trust Te Whare Putea;

noted that the seven porta-cabins are unfit for government redeployment due their size and
being unsuitable for transportation, but that they remain appropriate for continued use as
short-term housing for the Kaikdoura community;

noted that TAS has previously transferred surplus housing stock at market value if the
transferee is a public or social housing provider, and that TAS has also previously jointly
funded housing for community benefit;

noted that the estimated cost of removing the seven porta-cabins and remediating the land
($170,000) is higher than the estimated collective value of the seven porta-cabins
($120,000);

noted that gifting the porta-cabins to the Kaikoura District Council will ensure a social
return on the Crown’s investment in the Village, and that any associated costs can be
covered through existing TAS baselines;

agreed to the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment gifting ownership of the
seven porta-cabins located in the Village to the Kaikoura District Council for continued use
as community housing, thereby closing the TAS response to the Kaikdura earthquake.

Janine Harvey
Committee Secretary
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