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Purpose  
This briefing provides you an update on how grants and loans for Māori tourism business will be 
administered through the Strategic Tourism Asset Protection Programme (STAPP). 

Executive summary 
1. At the Tourism Recovery Ministers (TRM) meeting on Wednesday 5 August 2020, Hon 

Nanaia Mahuta proposed that the $21m for Māori tourism businesses be given directly to 
New Zealand Māori Tourism (NZMT) to administer grant and loan allocations. 

2. NZMT has been closely involved in the STAPP assessment process for Māori tourism 
businesses. They have undertaken a thorough analysis of the 18 approved Māori tourism 
businesses and provided the recommendations for the grant and loan allocations. 

3. TRM were unclear whether NZMT could have delegated authority to deliver loans as it 
operates as an incorporated society and is not a government entity. 

4. MBIE Tourism and NZMT have met to discuss implementing grants and loans for Māori 
tourism businesses. At that meeting, it was agreed that: 

• As NZMT has undertaken a thorough analysis into the 18 Māori tourism businesses, 
NZMT will be responsible for engagement with these businesses, including reporting 
and monitoring during the grant and loan period. 

• While NZMT has the capacity to deliver grants to Māori tourism businesses, MBIE will 
run the grant scheme in order to ensure consistency across all STAPP applicants, 
noting MBIE has the resource and systems in place to manage these payments. 

• The funding agreements and terms and conditions will be the same for all STAPP 
applicants including Māori tourism businesses. 

• Loans for Māori businesses being supported through the STAPP will have the same 
facility as all other STAPP applicants 

5. NZMT would like to remain engaged on the terms and conditions of the loans. 

Recommended action  
The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment recommends that you:  

a Note that MBIE Tourism and NZMT have met to discuss funding arrangements, reporting 
and monitoring for the 18 Māori tourism businesses 

Noted 
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b Note that NZMT will be lead agency responsible for engaging, monitoring and reporting on 
the 18 Māori tourism businesses 

Noted 

c Note that MBIE will administer all STAPP grants (including the 18 Māori tourism businesses) 
as MBIE has the administrative capacity to undertake all STAPP grants 

Noted 

d Note that Loans for Māori tourism businesses will be administered by the same facility as all 
other STAPP applications 

Noted 

e Note that NZMT would like to remain engaged on the terms and conditions of STAPP loans. 
Noted 

 

 
 
Danielle McKenzie 
Acting Manager, Tourism Policy 
Labour, Science and Enterprise, MBIE 
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