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Minimum Wage Review 2020

Portfolio Workplace Relations and Safety

On 9 December 2020, the Cabinet Business Committee:

1 noted the government’s 2020 pre-election commitment to increase the adult minimum wage
to $20.00 per hour in 2021;

2 agreed to increase the adult minimum wage from $18.90 per hour to $20.00 per hour;

3 agreed to maintain the starting-out and training minimum wages at 80 percent of the adult

minimum wage, which will mean that these each increase to $16.00 per hour;

4 agreed that the minimum wage increases, noted in paragraphs 2 and 3 above, come into
effect on 1 April 2021;

5 invited the Minister for Workplace Relations and Safety to issue drafting instructions to the
Parliamentary Counsel Office to give effect to these recommendations through an Order in
Council;

6 noted that these changes to the minimum wages will be announced before the end of 2020.

Gerrard Carter

Committee Secretary

Present: Officials present from:

Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern (Chair) Office of the Prime Minister

Hon Grant Robertson (Chair) Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
Hon Dr Megan Woods

Hon Carmel Sepuloni
Hon Andrew Little
Hon David Parker

Hon Nanaia Mahuta
Hon Damien O’Connor
Hon Michael Wood
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