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Are you making your submission as an individual, or on behalf of an organisation?
Individual

Name
Dr Peter Buchanan

Name of organisation or institutional affiliation
I am an employee of a CRI but choose to submit as an individual. Views are my own and
do not reflect the views of my employer.

Role within organisation
Science Team Leader

Email address (in case we would like to follow up with you further about your
submission)
buchananpandr@gmail.com

Which of the below areas do you feel represents your perspective as a submitter?
(Please select all that apply)
Researcher, Provide services to users of research

If you selected other, please specify here:

Gender
Male

Ethnicity
Epsom

Name of organisation on whose behalf you are submitting, if different to the
organisation named above

In which sector does your organisation operate: (Please select all that apply)

If you selected other, please specify here:

How large is your organisation (in number of full-time-equivalent employees)?

Please indicate if you would like some or all of the information you provide in your
submission kept in confidence, and if so which information.

Please upload your submission document here
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Research, Science and Innovation Strategy 
Submission form  
The Government is developing a Research, Science and Innovation (RSI) Strategy to set out our 
vision for RSI in New Zealand and its role in delivering a productive, sustainable, and inclusive 
future. 

We are keen to hear the views of New Zealanders on the draft Strategy so that we can get a 
better understanding of what our country needs from RSI. We also are looking for feedback on 
how we can take action to ensure New Zealand’s RSI system is optimised for success. These 
views will inform the direction of Government investment in RSI and the research and 
innovation areas for us to focus on as a country, as well as help us understand the challenges 
we need to overcome. 

We encourage anyone with an interest to make a written submission. 

How to have a say 
We have included a number of questions in the draft RSI Strategy document to highlight issues 
on which we would like further input. We encourage you to use these questions as a guide 
when submitting your feedback.   

This document provides a template for you to provide your answers. Please upload the 
completed document using our online submission page. 

You do not have to fill out every section – we welcome submissions on some or all of the 
questions.  

The closing date for submissions is 10 November 2019.  

After the consultation period finishes, we will analyse the submissions received and 
incorporate the feedback in the final version of the strategy.  

Confidentiality 
Please note: All information you provide to MBIE in your submission could be subject to 
release under the Official Information Act. This includes personal details such as your name or 
email address, as well as your responses to the questions. MBIE generally releases the 
information it holds from consultation when requested, and will sometimes publish it by 
making it available on the MBIE website.  

If you do not want some or all the information you provide as part of this consultation to be 
made public, please let us know when you upload your submission. This does not guarantee 
that we will not release this information as we may be required to by law. It does mean that 
we will contact you if we are considering releasing information that you have asked that we 
keep in confidence, and we will take your reasons for seeking confidentiality into account 
when making a decision on whether to release it.  

If you do not specify that you would prefer that information you provide is kept in confidence, 
your submission will be made public. While we will do our best to let you know that we plan to 
publish your submission before we do so, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do this.  
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long-overdue need for our science funding allocation process to embrace. 

Inflation adjustment of funding cannot be achieved without increased Government 
allocation to RSI. The Government is committed to increased science funding to 2% - 
although this will only bring us to an average in the OECD, far below countries such as 
Singapore and Scandinavian countries that we aspire to match in performance.  I 
recommend that MBIE strengthen its case to its Ministers to aspire beyond the 2% current 
target, and to hasten achievement of a globally credible level of science funding for the 
broad benefit of Aotearoa NZ.    
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Aotearoa NZ is internationally responsible to document and conserve our biodiversity, so 
much of which is endemic, unique, but also UNKNOWN. 

The public perception (as fed by Government and most media) is that NZ’s biodiversity is 
well known and largely well protected.  Science funding agencies need to be much more 
astute and aware of the reality. For all but the large organisms (plants, birds, reptiles), over 
50% of our expected biodiversity is yet to be recorded.  

Knowledge of our invertebrates and our fungi are two main areas with such major gaps in 
understanding.  They are also areas of prime relevance to keeping our borders secure of 
unwanted organisms – that in itself requires us to know whether an newly recorded species 
is introduced or native. Documentation of species is also necessary for their conservation, 
contrary to the superficial view that conserving selected remnant habitats automatically 
conserves all of NZ’s biota.  

Our unrecorded biodiversity is both a challenge (Q.8) and a unique opportunity (Q.7) for 
which this country needs to adequately address – by increased resources to support 
increased and long-term research effort.  

  

 

  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 




