
From: no-reply@mbie.govt.nz
To: Research, Science and Innovation Strategy Secretariat
Subject: Draft Research, Science and Innovation Strategy submission
Date: Sunday, 10 November 2019 11:48:34 a.m.
Attachments: Online-submission-form-uploadsdraft-research-science-and-innovation-strategy-submissionsCawthron-

submission-form-research-science-and-innovation-strategy.pdf

Submission on Draft Research, Science and Innovation Strategy recevied:

Are you making your submission as an individual, or on behalf of an organisation?
Organisation

Name
Robert Matheson

Name of organisation or institutional affiliation
Cawthron Institute

Role within organisation
Investment & Contract Manager

Email address (in case we would like to follow up with you further about your
submission)
robert.matheson@cawthron.org.nz

Which of the below areas do you feel represents your perspective as a submitter?
(Please select all that apply)

If you selected other, please specify here:

Gender

Ethnicity

Name of organisation on whose behalf you are submitting, if different to the
organisation named above

In which sector does your organisation operate: (Please select all that apply)
Research , Industry, Non-profit, Professional services, Interface of research and industry

If you selected other, please specify here:

How large is your organisation (in number of full-time-equivalent employees)?
280

Please indicate if you would like some or all of the information you provide in your
submission kept in confidence, and if so which information.

Please upload your submission document here
Cawthron-submission-form-research-science-and-innovation-strategy.pdf - Download File



 

 

Research, Science and Innovation Strategy 
Submission form  
The Government is developing a Research, Science and Innovation (RSI) Strategy to set out our 
vision for RSI in New Zealand and its role in delivering a productive, sustainable, and inclusive 
future. 

We are keen to hear the views of New Zealanders on the draft Strategy so that we can get a 

better understanding of what our country needs from RSI. We also are looking for feedback on 

how we can take action to ensure New Zealand’s RSI system is optimised for success. These 

views will inform the direction of Government investment in RSI and the research and innovation 

areas for us to focus on as a country, as well as help us understand the challenges we need to 

overcome. 

We encourage anyone with an interest to make a written submission. 

How to have a say 
We have included a number of questions in the draft RSI Strategy document to highlight issues 

on which we would like further input. We encourage you to use these questions as a guide when 

submitting your feedback.   

This document provides a template for you to provide your answers. Please upload the 

completed document using our online submission page. 

You do not have to fill out every section – we welcome submissions on some or all of the 

questions.  

The closing date for submissions is 10 November 2019.  

After the consultation period finishes, we will analyse the submissions received and 
incorporate the feedback in the final version of the strategy.  

Confidentiality 
Please note: All information you provide to MBIE in your submission could be subject to 
release under the Official Information Act. This includes personal details such as your name or 
email address, as well as your responses to the questions. MBIE generally releases the 
information it holds from consultation when requested, and will sometimes publish it by 
making it available on the MBIE website.  

If you do not want some or all the information you provide as part of this consultation to be 
made public, please let us know when you upload your submission. This does not guarantee 
that we will not release this information as we may be required to by law. It does mean that 
we will contact you if we are considering releasing information that you have asked that we 
keep in confidence, and we will take your reasons for seeking confidentiality into account 
when making a decision on whether to release it.  

If you do not specify that you would prefer that information you provide is kept in confidence, 
your submission will be made public. While we will do our best to let you know that we plan to 
publish your submission before we do so, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do this.  
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be an example because NZ’s exposure to this challenge is so significant. This is already 
more clearly expressed in the 4th bullet on the same page.  

 

 

Q6: 

New Zealand is already a significant player on the world stage in a number of areas relating 
to the primary sector. A significant example is seafood safety, where our research, systems 
and methodologies are increasingly recognised and adopted globally. If we wish to 
continue to eat and export seafood this is a crucial capability to maintain. By being at the 
frontier in this space New Zealand can have a “rule maker” role on the world stage rather 
than a “rule taker” position. Such world leading research standing generally takes a long 
time to develop, with continuous support being a vital ingredient. There is now an SSIF 
platform supported in this area for example, but for many years this key capability for New 
Zealand was competing in the contestable funding arena, which seems a high-risk 
approach for capability that is so clearly crucial for this sector. 

Note that it is important to recognise that world leading researchers should have a track 
record of global connectivity, be in demand, be co-authoring with other world leaders and 
achieving impact. New Zealand’s leadership in seafood safety is an example of this. 

Globally Aquaculture including Open Ocean Aquaculture are the fasted growing Primary 
Sectors, linked to productivity and sustainability. NZ Inc with its huge marine estate is 
poised to become a world leader in near-shore and off-shore aquaculture, subject to the 
right investments rewarding those with a track record of delivery. 

Potential for world leadership was clearly demonstrated at Nelson’s Open Ocean 
Aquaculture Conference in August 2019 with 300 attending. There is a double whammy 
here when seaweed aquaculture can mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and climate 
change.  

The factors identified as guiding the selection of areas of RSI focus (e.g. problems that no-
one else is likely to invest in, areas where New Zealand has a unique position) equally apply 
to identifying areas to target for the development of world leading standing.  
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early in research careers, they will see the potential development and benefit and thus be 
prepared to support that career, either through co-funding or through direct employment. 
This could be an aspect of the “Connections” thrust proposed for the strategy. 

 

Q.22: 
Training and funding opportunities available through e.g. PSAF supported KiwiNet are an 
example of how emerging talent and ideas is already supported.  It makes sense to 
leverage / enhance these existing examples in addition to / alongside any new initiatives. 

 

  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


