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Rural Broadband Initiative phase 2/ Mobile Blackspot 
Fund  (RBI2/MBSF) TOTAL FUNDING: $310m 

Regional Digital Connectivity Programmes   
TOTAL FUNDING: $61m 

Ultra-Fast Broadband (UFB) 
TOTAL INVESTMENT:  $1.75b 

Crown Infrastructure Partners (CIP) UFB 
appropriation: $1.55b 

Telecommunications 
Development Levy (TDL) $180M  

$180m  $90m  

Provincial Growth Fund (PGF) 
$100m 

$60m  $1m  $40m  $1.55b  

CIP UFB  recycled funds: ($403m total, $291 
allocated- remaining $112 = CIP Opex) 

UFB build 
complete 

2022 2023 

RB1 phase 2 & MBSF build 
complete 

 2019 
2021 

PGF funded Marae Connectivity, West Coast/ Southland Fibre links 
and West Coast UFB & mobile expansion build estimated completion  

Marae Connectivity & Digital Hubs Progress ($15m) 

812 Marae are eligible to receive PGF Marae digital connectivity 

packages.  

145applications received from marae wanting to be connected.  

27 connected 

730 more marae expected to  be connected with implementation 

expected to begin in October 2019. 

5 digital hubs being progressed 

 
West Coast & Southland  Fibre links progress ($40m) 

12 towns UFB confirmed - 4 new UFB towns.  

 
West Coast UFB & Mobile Expansion progress ($6m) 

360km of fibre links. 

Price negotiations underway and two providers shortlisted. 

 

Target by 2023: 

84,000 rural homes & businesses will receive improved broadband 

by the end of 2023. 

1,400km of MBSF State highway. 

168 MBSF Tourism sites will receive mobile coverage. 

 
 
Progress: 

38,662 out of 84,000 rural homes and businesses can 

access improved broadband.  

26 out of 168 Tourism sites have mobile coverage.  

238km out of 1,400km of state highway have mobile 

coverage. 

 

Target 2022:  

1.8m homes and businesses will have access to UFB by the end of 2022. 

400 towns and cities will have UFB by 2022. 

TOP 5 NZ should  be in the  top 5 countries in the OECD for fibre 

availability, when UFB rollout is  completed. 

 
 
Progress: 

110 out of 400 UFB towns and cities are now complete. 

820,761 homes and businesses now connected.  

85% of UFB build  is complete & 2% ahead of schedule.  

820,761 out of 1.8m homes and businesses  are now 

connected.  
 

$200m  
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September 
2019 

December 
2019 

Completion of UFB1 
Completion of the original UFB (UFB1) programme with planned fibre rollout now 
surpassing the targeted 75% rollout by 2020. 

October 
2019 

November 
2019 

October/November/ December 2019- TBC: UFB reaching overall 
55% or 60% average uptake. 

Milestones & Upcoming events 

Dates TBC (ongoing): More WISP tower events for RBI2/MBSF and PGF. 

November – December 2019: Partner for the PGF West 
Coast/ Southland fibre links and UFB/ mobile programme 
to be announced. 

UFB 

RBI2/MBSF 

PGF 

October 2019: Implementation of  connectivity build for 730 
additional marae commences  

Fibre  links contracted & planning underway, aim for completion  2021 

 2021 2023 

RBI2/MBSF build complete 

2022 

UFB build complete 

PGF funded Marae Connectivity, 
West Coast Fibre links & UFB & 
Mobile expansion complete 
(estimated) 
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