



Regional Tourism Boost Fund – Round 3 
Guidance for Applicants 
This information sheet provides Regional Tourism Organisations (RTOs) with key information to help prepare an application to the Regional Tourism Boost Fund – Round 3 (RTB3).
ABOUT THE FUND
The purpose of the Regional Tourism Boost Fund – Round 3 (RTB3) is to support New Zealand’s regions to attract more international visitors to travel, stay and dine in New Zealand from Spring 2026 to early Summer 2027. RTB3 will prioritise campaigns targeting the following visitor markets: Australia, China and North America.
RTB3 is a contestable funding round with $5 million available to attract visitors and encourage their dispersal across New Zealand.  Regional campaigns should showcase travel, accommodation, tourism and visitor attractions alongside the promotion of regional hospitality experiences.
[bookmark: _Hlk227757910]RTB3 builds on the previous Regional Tourism Boost (Rounds 1 and 2) which ran from April to June 2025 and January to June 2026 respectively, to attract international visitors and encourage their dispersal across New Zealand. 
Eligibility Criteria
Applications are welcome from all regions in New Zealand.  RTB3 applications must:
· Be led by a Regional Tourism Organisation (RTO) (including Associate RTOs) who will be contracted party for funding and be responsible for delivery of the campaign.
· Include at least two RTOs (including Associate RTOs) in the application group
· Include an airline partner and/or a travel provider platform
· Deliver funded activities by 31 January 2027.
APPLICATION PROCESS
Following feedback from previous RTB rounds, we are undertaking an Expression of Interest process to assess prospective RTBF3 campaigns’ alignment with eligibility criteria and assessment priorities before a selection of applicants are invited to submit a full application.
The funding round will be a two-stage process:
· Stage One – Expressions of Interest (complete the EOI application form)
· Stage Two – Successful Stage One applicants will be invited to apply for Stage Two and to complete a detailed application form developing the Stage One proposal.
In both instances, completed applications should be emailed to regionalevents@mbie.govt.nz 

KEY DATES 
	MILESTONE

	TIMINGS 

	EOI Applications open via MBIE website

	Thursday 25 June 2026


	EOI Applications close - 9am

	Monday 6 July 2026

	Assessment Panel Chair makes EOI decisions – applicants notified
	Wednesday 15 July 2026

	Full applications open to successful EOI
	Thursday 16 July 2026

	Full applications close – 9am
	Monday 10 August 2026


	Assessments and Panel recommendations 
	10-14 August 2026

	The Minister for Tourism and Hospitality makes funding decisions
	Mid- late August 2026

	Applicants notified
	Mid- late August 2026

	Contracts in place with successful applicants
	ASAP following Ministerial decision

	Delivery of funded activities – monthly reporting to MBIE
	Monthly reporting by 15th of the following month until project completion

	Evaluation of contracted activities delivered. Contracts end 
	30 days following completion of promotional period.



ASSESSMENT PROCESS
All applications will be assessed by an independent evaluation panel with experience in the tourism and hospitality sectors. 
Assessment Priorities
Priority will be given to EOI and full applications that can demonstrate:
i. the ability to increase international visitors
ii. high levels of collaboration between stakeholders
iii. the ability to increase regional dispersal of international visitors
iv. the capacity to host additional international visitors
v. a robust measure of the impact of the effectiveness of the activities, ideally in terms of visitor numbers and/or visitor spend
vi. the ability to leverage private sector investment (co-funding)
vii. the inclusion of hospitality within campaign activity
viii. the ability to target priority market (Australia, China or North America)
ix. how they can complement 2026/27 Tourism New Zealand marketing activity
Each of the above priorities will be scored up to a maximum of five points.
Decision-making
Expressions of Interest proposals will be considered by the full Panel with the Panel Chair approving which EOI applications should be invited to submit a detailed application.
Detailed applications will be considered by the Panel who will make recommendations to the Minister of Tourism and Hospitality for approval. 
Applicants will be notified of the decision as soon as possible following Ministerial approval.
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