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Government initiatives relevant to growing New Zealand’s digital sector 
New Zealand Trade and Enterprise Focus 700 

Beachheads Advisors

Kiwi Landing Pad

NZTE Services

NZTE Coalitions

International Growth Fund 

New Zealand Sectors reports Information Provision 

Ultra-fast Broadband and Rural Broadband initiative         Infrastructure  e-Research infrastructure                            Trans-Pacific cable    

Maori ICT Development Fund

Immigration – skills shortages lists, attraction events and campaigns

Tertiary places

ICT Graduate Schools

Regional Business Partners Programme

Crown Research Institutions 

MBIE contestable science funding

NSC: Science for Tech Innovation

COREs

Marsden fund

PB Research Fund

Taxation Annual Rates for 2015-16, R&D and Remedial Matters Bill

Student grants

Growth grants

Callaghan Innovation Services

KLP8

Lightning Lab

Commercialisation Partner Network

Pre-seed Accelerator Fund

Hubs and precincts

Technology and founder-focused incubators

Getting Started grants

Project grants

Government procurement policy

New Zealand, Regional and R&D investment attraction strategies

Venture Capital Fund 

New Zealand Venture Investment Fund

Seed Co-investment Fund

Financial Markets Conduct Act 2013 – equity crowdfunding

Better by Capital

Digital skills in schools

Regulation 

Skills Forum
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Agencies responsible for initiatives relevant to growing New Zealand’s digital sector

Trans-Pacific cable investment 

a l located for a  second cable 

for international  

telecommunica tions  tra ffic

New Zealand Investment 

Attraction Strategy  an MBIE, 

NZTE, Ca l laghan Innovation, 

Minis try of Foreign Affa i rs  

and Trade and Treas ury 

strategy to attract high-va lue 

foreign di rect investment

Attracting multinational 

investment in R&D  a l located 

$1 mi l l ion in new funding in 

Budget 2015

Financial Markets Conduct Act 

2013 ha s  enabled equi ty 

crowd funding and new 

exchanges  with a  lower level  

of disclos ure requirements

Government procurement policy  

includes  procurement of ICT 

for government (Department 

of Interna l  Affa i rs ) and 

improvements  to 

government’s  overa l l  

procurement proces ses  

(MBIE) 

Innovation hubs and precincts  

centra l  a nd loca l  government, 

the priva te sector and 

univers i ties  a l l  fund hubs  

and precincts , four of which 

have a n ICT focus  

Commercialisation Partner 

Network  funds  three 

providers  to foster a  s cience 

and innova tion eco-s ys tem

Pre-seed Accelerator Fund  s i ts  

wi th four providers  to 

undertake early-s tage 

commercia l i s ation of new 

technology ideas , a iming to 

attract investor interes t to 

publ icly funded R&D

Contestable science funding 

invests  annual ly in s cience 

and innovation resea rch to 

benefi t NZ

Skills Forum to dis cuss  and 

action government/indus try 

res pons es  to IT ski l l s  i s sues  

Ultra-fast Broadband and Rural 

Broadband Initiative investment 

to bui ld NZ’s  fibre-optic cable 

network

Science for Technological 

Innovation, National Science 

Challenge i s  a iming to 

enhance NZ’s  capaci ty to us e 

phys ica l  and engineering 

sciences  for economic growth, 

including through big data  

analytics  

Regional Business Partners 

Programme offers  

ma nagement tra ining 

vouchers  for SMEs  to 50% co-

fund – up to $5,000/yea r - 

tra ining with a  provider of 

thei r choice 

Long-term Skill Shortage and 

Skilled Occupations Lists inform 

visa  and entry requirements  

for potentia l  migra nts  whose 

s ki l l s  fi t the categories

Talent (Accredited Employers) 

Work Category vis as , up to 30 

months , can be s ought by 

immigrants  with a  job offer 

from a n accredi ted employer 

Immigration attraction events 

and campaigns include 

dedicated tech campaigns , 

trade shows  and job fa i rs  and 

ICT components  within wider 

immigration attraction events  

or campaigns

Maori ICT Development Fund to 

s timulate Māori  participation 

in a l l  as pects  of the ICT s ector

eResearch infrastructure i s  co-

funded by MBIE and provided 

by REANNZ, NESI & NZGLs

ICT Sectors Reports 2013 and 

2015 provide comprehens ive 

information a nd da ta  on NZ’s  

IT sector

Focus 700  NZTE’s  portfol io of 

up to 700 intens ively 

managed, genera l ly 

knowledge-intens ive, fi rms

Business-led coalitions are 

companies  with a  sha red 

opportuni ty or chal lenge tha t 

commit to working together to 

achieve interna tional  growth

International Growth Fund  

provides  gra nts  to Focus  700 

cl ients  to as s is t international  

growth

Beachheads i s  a global  

network of priva te sector 

advis ors  and mentors  

Kiwi Landing Pad  i s  shared 

office  spa ce in San Francisco 

funded by private s ector 

sponsors  and NZTE

Regional Investment Attraction 

Programme  encourages  

interna tional  fi rms to invest 

in NZ’s  regions   

Better by Capital helps  fi rms 

pos i tion thems elves  for 

capi ta l  ra is ing to fund 

international  growth

KLP8  a one month US-based 

progra mme to accelerate 

digi ta l  entrepreneurs ’ 

expans ion into the US  

INLAND REVENUE 

DEPARTMENT

Growth Grants enable  

companies  to cla im 20% of 

el igible R&D expenditure, up 

to $5m per annum

Project Grants co-fund R&D 

projects  at 30-50% to help 

fi rms develop into sta ble R&D 

performers

Getting Started Grants fund 40% 

of external  costs  – to $5,000 - 

to help a  company s tart in 

R&D

Student Grants enable under- 

and pos tgraduate s tudents  to 

develop s ki l l s  whi le  ass is ting 

fi rms’ R&D

 Lightning Lab - a n intens ive 12 

week bus iness  accelerator for 

teams  of digi ta l  

entrepreneurs

Founder-focused incubators 

work with entrepreneurs  to 

tes t and develop a  bus iness  

idea 

Technology-focused incubators 

identi fy an  intel lectual  

property-based idea  or 

technology to bui ld a  

bus ines s  team around 

Taxation (Annual Rates for 2015-

16, Research and Development, 

and Remedial Matters) Bill wil l  

a l low innovative s tart-up 

fi rms to “ca sh out” tax loss es  

from R&D expenditure

Increased tertiary places for 

s tudents  of STEM s ubjects , 

including computer s cience 

and IT

ICT Graduate Schools (with 

MBIE) to del iver indus try-

focused education and 

resea rch, and ski l led ICT 

graduates

Centres of Research Excellence 

are inter-insti tutional  

res earch networks , wi th 

res earchers  working together 

on agreed work programmes  

Performance Based Research 

Fund i s  dis tributed to tertiary 

education organis ations  on 

the bas is  of the excel lence of 

thei r research

Venture Capital Fund invests  in 

privately-managed venture 

capi ta l  funds , which then 

inves t into NZ tech fi rms

Seed Co-investment Fund co-

invests , through s elected 

angel  groups, in early s tage 

technology fi rms

MINISTRY OF BUSINESS, INNOVATION & EMPLOYMENT (MBIE)

TERTIARY EDUCATION COMMISSION
MARSDEN FUND: contes table 

government funding for 

excel lent fundamental  

resea rch

CALLAGHAN INNOVATION: aims to accelerate the commercia l i sation of innova tion by high-va lue manufa cturing a nd s ervices  sector fi rms.

NEW ZEALAND TRADE & ENTERPRISE (NZTE): del ivers  a  broa d range of services  to help fi rms grow and interna tional i se  “bigger, better, fas ter” to benefi t NZ

CROWN RESEARCH 

INSTITUTES: Crown-owned 

companies  that carry out 

s cienti fi c resea rch

NEW ZEALAND VENTURE INVESTMENT FUND (NZVIF): a ims to 

help bui ld an early s tage capi ta l  market in NZ
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